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Impressions of my visit

On February 3rd, | was fortunate to be invited to visit the crane
sanctuary in Akan, along with my very good friend from Osaka
and two other friends from Australia. Until then, | had only seen
cranes on television, so it was a very special experience for me
to see them in their natural environment: | was very impressed
to be able to witness the cranes’ variety of behaviours such as
feeding, preening themselves, resting, dancing, calling to each
other and flying gracefully over the winter landscape.
The Japanese Red-crowned Crane is so elegant and beautiful
with their long wings, elegant form and distinctive red crown
which contrasted so magnificently against the white winter
background, and | enjoyed every minute spent watching them
and learning about their annual lifecycle and habitat and the
history of their near-extinction and preservation.
At the Tsurui Nature Park, | was very pleased to meet Honorary
Director Mr Takahashi, who has devoted his whole life to the
care and preservation of these wonderful birds and it is thanks
to people like him and the efforts of others at Kushiro
Red-crowned Crane Protection Society and the Akan
International Crane Centre that the crane population is
gradually increasing. Even as a foreigner, | can appreciate how
important it is to look after such an iconic emblem of Japanese
life and culture.
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